HCLC-22-357

STAFF REPORT
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LANDMARKS COMMISSION
CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS

DATES: November 14, 2022 COUNCIL DISTRICT: 8
GENERAL INFORMATION
REQUEST Recommendation for Designation as a Historic and

Cultural Landmark

APPLICANT/AGENT Alyssa Banta Revocable Trust
LOCATION 4445 Rolling Hills Drive
ZONING/ USE (S) A-10

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Individual

REQUEST

The owner requests a recommendation to City Council to consider designating the property at
4445 Rolling Hills Dr. as a Historic and Cultural Landmark (HC).

APPLICABLE CITY OF FORT WORTH ZONING ORINANCE PROVISIONS
4.401 Historic Preservation Overlay Districts
(c) Identification and Designation of Cultural Resources

3. Eligibility for Designation

a. Eligibility for HC and HC District Designations.
i. Individual Property. An individual property may be designation as HC if it
meets the following qualifications:
1. Two or more of the criteria for significance; and
2. The necessary criteria for assessing integrity.

Criteria for Historic Significance

1. Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, social,
ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States.

4. Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture
and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States.

6. Possesses significant archeological value, which has produced or is likely to produce data
affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest.

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1952, the structure at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association with
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the development of southeast Fort Worth after World War Il (Criterion 1); for its association with
the Ellis family of Fort Worth, a prominent land development family over several generations
(Criterion 4); and for its potential archaeological value that is likely to produce data affecting
theories of historic or prehistoric interest in relation to the Caddo Native American tribe (Criterion
6).

In regards to Criterion 1, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association
with development in southeast Fort Worth after World War Il. In 1947, J. Merida Ellis and his
father platted three hundred acres south of downtown and began developing the Rolling Hills
Addition. In about 1952, they built 4445 Rolling Hills Avenue on the +/-13.7 acres that is block 9.
This property is a rare intact remnant of Blackland Prairie in southeast Fort Worth, retaining much
of the original prairie landscape features around the house that extant in 1952. Less than 1% of
the original Texas Blackland Prairie ecosystem remains today in North Texas, and 4445 Rolling
Hills is a rare remnant of that prairie within Fort Worth.

In regards to Criterion 4, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association
with the Ellis family of Fort Worth, a prominent land development family over several
generations. J. Merida Ellis — son of real estate developer and land owner James M. Ellis, and
grandson of businessman, developer and pioneer of Fort Worth, James F. Ellis — was the third
generation in the family business, James M Ellis & Son, which by the 1950s was known as “Fort
Worth’s Oldest Firm”. The property is also associated with Dr. Edward Guinn and his wife Addie,
who purchased the property in 1968. Dr. Guinn had an early segregated physician’s practice for
Black patients in the then segregated St. Joseph’s Hospital. Dr. Guinn later became a Fort
Worth City Councilman.

In regards to Criterion 6, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant because it is likely
to produce archaeological data affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest. The property is
located near and may contain the site of a former Caddo Native American tribe guidepost of
rocks. This property and the surrounding land were important to the Caddo tribe due to its high
elevation, bald prairie land with significant views of surrounding territory, and proximity to
Sycamore Creek. This property is likely to produce archaeological data related to the Caddo
Native American tribe, helping to further establish the tribe’s history in Fort Worth.

EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The designation of a property must
not only be shown to have significance under Zoning Ordinance, but it also must have integrity.
Within the concept of integrity for example, the National Park Service criteria recognizes seven
aspects that define integrity.

Seven Aspects of Integrity

1. Location.

2. Design.

3. Setting.

4. Materials.

5. Workmanship
6. Feeling.

7. Association.

In relation to the Seven Aspects of Integrity:

1. The structure is still in its original location from when it was constructed in 1952.
2. The design of the structure is still intact and identifiable.
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3. The property’s original setting is still extant, as the original Blackland Prairie still
surrounds the house on most of the 13+ acres with significant views of the
surround landscape.

4. The property’s original materials appear generally intact. The original masonry
walls, siding, and iconic chimneys are still extant and in good condition. Most of the
original windows are still extant. It appears that an original two-car garage has
been enclosed at some point in the building’s history. This condition is considered
reversible. However, the exterior brick has been painted, which adversely affects
the overall integrity of the structure.

5. The property still displays the physical evidence of workmanship from the 1950s,
suchas the original 6/6 and 8/8 wood windows and decorative masonry
construction, particularly on the chimneys.

6. The property still retains its feeling as a unique Tudor-Revival residence constructed
after World War I, as evidenced by the attached two-car garage.

7. The property still retains its association with the original Blackland Prairie
setting in which was constructed. The property no longer retains its
association with the Ellis family, as they sold the property in 1968. The
property no longer retains its association with the Guinn family, as they
recently sold the property.

FINDINGS / RECOMMENDATIONS

Eligibility for Designation
The structure meets the following City of Fort Worth criteria for historic designation:

Criterion 1: Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic,
social, ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the
United States.

Criterion 4: Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
culture and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United
States.

Criterion 6: Possesses significant archeological value, which has produced or is likely to produce
data affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest.

Integrity

Based on the evidence still extant at the property, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive
sufficiently retains six aspects of integrity (location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and
feeling).

Summary

Staff have found evidence that the property meets 3 of the 8 Criteria for Designation. The
property also retains its original integrity and the identity for which it is significant. This is
consistent with the requirements of the ordinance for Historic & Cultural Landmark properties.

Therefore, staff recommends the following motion:

That the HCLC recommend that City Council consider designating the property at 4445
Rolling Hills Drive as a Historic & Cultural Landmark (HC) and that the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties be used when evaluating any
proposed future change to the property.
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

Fig. 2 — Showmg the size of the parcel and untouched Blackland Pralrle surroundlng the primary
residence.
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acres adjacent to 4445 Rolling Hills Drive were being developed for the first time by the Ellis
family, one of Fort Worth’s oldest real estate development firms.
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Fig. 4 — Showing primary structure. Note enclosed two-car garage on the right, Tudor-Revival
style decorative brick chimneys and painted masonry.
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Fig. 6 — Showing east elevation. Note'remaining 8/8 wood windows.
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Fig. 7 — Showing
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Fig. 9 — Showing surround Blackland Prairie and viewé of downtown Fort Woh. The high
elevation and views of surrounding territory were important for the Caddo Native American tribe.
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Fig. 10 — Showing Blacklan Pririe and views to the east
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Fig. 11 — August 1967 Star-Telegram article on the history of the Ellis family in Fort Worth, who
were one of the first pioneer families to settle in Fort Worth when it was a military outpost in the
1840s.
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" RY E D. ALEXANDER.
S An old sanmna ground for

«tlilo Indians, barren for more
an 100 years, now is teeming
. o new homes as a part of a
g 510,000,000 home construction
"pragram en Lthe Southeast Side,
. Yemrs before the while men
L v the Caddes huiil a guide
4 of roeks on the highest
of the bald hills overlook-
seamore Creck. The meound

a% used as a lonk-out tower and
landmark to guide the Indians on
their journeys,

Site of the old mound, torn
down several vears agn, Is now
the hackyard of the home of My,
anid Mrs, ILawrence P. Hoover,
2300 Timberline Dr. Other hemes
are springing up all around, and
the new residents will look out
over the city at a height equal to
a 10-story building dewntown,

* JINTO COUNTRY CLUBR.

Most of the Indian mound rocks
were salvaged years ago to huilg
the Glen Garden Country Club,
Some of the smaller ones are still
klcl:ing around the Hoover hack-

74 dwelling units will be com-
pleted by July in Weslevan Hills,
The program there calls for 247
homes, priced to sell in the range
from $6,500 to $7,250.

Newton - Carh Construetion
Company has plants for 320
homes and a shopping center in
Glen Park, lwo blocks east of the
5100 bloek of Wichita, A {otal of
180 homes are completed now
and 30 others are under construc-
tion, The shopping center will be
at Kellis and Foard. The builders
3rc J. R. Newton and M. R. Carb

T.

FFAMILIES MOVYE IN,

The [first 10 families moved
into their new homes last week
in Southport, lying west of Mitch-
ell. A total of 280 homes are
planned there by Taylor-Tedd
Corporation and 150 of them are
now under consiruction on an as.
semhly line basis. Two will be
completed every day. Paving of

streets in (he addition will be
ﬁim‘tml in May.

On Hills Near Sycamore Creek \ -

¢ 510,000,000 of New Homes to Occupy
Laddo Indians’ 0ld Stomping Ground

Ted Peters, developer of Sun-
rise Park, between Riverside Dr.
and Sycamore Creek, reported
plans for 110 homes. Twenty of
them are now under consiruc-
tion, including 10 thal are near-
ing completion, The homes are
priced from $6,150 to $8,300.
Fach unit is rated at four and a

hall rooms.

Fifteen homes have been built
in Rolling Hills and 15 mare will
he started in 80 days. The ad-
joining Glencrest West is almost
completely developed now. Near
by is the O, 1. Wyatt court.

Fox and Jacaobs Construction
Company has hegun work on 82
duplexes jn the 2600 block of
Mitehell. .

Fifty-three homes are being
built in Trudale Addition, two
blocks enast of Wichita.

Many individuals and smaller
developers are building on the
southeast side as a part of the
overall program eslimated to cost
more than $10,000,000,
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F|g 12 — An April 1950 Star-Telegram article noting the development of the hills surrounding
Sycamore Creek and its importance to the Caddo Native American tribe.
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