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STAFF REPORT 
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LANDM ARKS COM MISSION 

CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
 

DATE: July 8, 2024 COUNCIL DISTRICT: 9 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
REQUEST Recommendation for Designation as Highly 

Significant Endangered (HSE) 
 
APPLICANT/AGENT Dak Hatfield / Half Acre Management 

 
LOCATION 201 E Daggett Avenue 

 
ZONING/ USE (S) NS-T5/DD 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Individual 

 
REQUEST 

 
Applicant requests a recommendation to City Council to consider upgrading the designation of the 
property located at 201 E Daggett Avenue from Demolition Delay (DD) to a Highly Significant 
Endangered resource (HSE). 
  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The property was designated as a Demolition Delay site in March of 2010.  
 
APPLICABLE CITY OF FORT WORTH ZONING ORINANCE PROVISIONS 

 
4.401 Historic Preservation Overlay Districts 

 
(c) Identification and Designation of Cultural Resources 

 
3. Eligibility for Designation 

 
a. Eligibility for HSE Designation. An individual property may be designation as HSE 

if it                    meets the following qualifications: 
1. Three or more of the criteria for significance; and 
2. The necessary criteria for assessing integrity; and 
3. Threatened by deterioration, damage or irretrievable, irreplaceable 

loss due to neglect, disuse, disrepair, instability, lack of financial 
resources, development pressures, or demolition. 

 
Criteria for Historic Significance 

 
1. Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, 
social, ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United 
States. 
 
2. Is an important example of a particular architectural type or specimen or embodies 
elements of architectural design, detail, material or craftsmanship that represent a 
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significant architectural innovation in Fort Worth. 
 
4. Is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and 
development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States. 
 
5. Bears a significant relationship to other distinctive buildings, structures, sites, objects or 
areas, either as an important collection of properties of architectural style, or craftsmanship 
with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to a 
plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif. 
 

 
EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Constructed in 1909, the structure at 201 E Daggett Avenue, also known as the Salerno 
Building, is significant for its association with the industrial, social, and commercial history of the 
city during the start of the 20th Century (Criterion 1); as an important example of commercial 
architecture in the Gothic Revival style (Criterion 2); is identified with a person or persons who 
significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City of Fort Worth (Criterion 4); 
and bears a significant relationship to other distinctive buildings, structures, sites, objects or 
areas (Criterion 5). 

 

In regards to Criterion 1, the structure at 201 E Daggett Ave is a significant example of the City’s 
industrial, social and commercial growth during the early 20th Century. This rectangular building 
served as a commercial structure in the area east of Main Street that primarily housed early 20th 
Century warehouses. Fort Worth’s prosperity pre-World War I created opportunities for economic 
expansion in many sectors. The uses of the building include retail/grocery store and hotel with 11 
rooms noted in the Tarrant Tax Deed Card records. Once a well-known meeting place, the 
building later became a Beer Garden.  

 
In regards to Criterion 2, the property at 201 E Daggett Ave is significant as an example of the 
Gothic Revival style. A two-story brick commercial building with a rectangular plan and flat 
parapet roof. The upper story is articulated by engaged brick piers which project above the 
corbeled cornice, and lit by rectangular double-hung windows set in segmental arched 
openings. The original storefronts have been stuccoed over, and the brick painted grey.  
 
In regards to Criterion 4, the property at 201 E Daggett Ave belonged to the Salerno family which 
was an early Italian family that offered authentic Italian food, lodging, and culture to the area. The 
building housed the saloon of Jacob Salerno, with furnished rooms offered by Mrs. Olive Butler 
upstairs. During Prohibition Salerno advertised as a confectioner offering "soft drinks". The family 
had strong ties to this area, as M.J. and Sam Salerno, brothers, continued the business where 
their father, Jake Salerno, conducted business for years. The brothers, who formerly were in 
show business, being singers in a quartet, returned home to continue the family business. The 
Salerno family purchased the property in 1933; it remained in the family until the mid-1950s.  
 
In regards to Criterion 5, the property at 201 E Daggett Ave was included in Historic Fort Worth’s 
Tarrant County Survey as a contributing historic building to Fort Worth. Historic Fort Worth 
denotes it as another building constructed after the great Southside fire of April 3, 1909. It is 
associated with other early 20th century buildings in the area. 
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EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY 

 
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The designation of a property must 
not only be shown to have significance under Zoning Ordinance, but it also must have integrity. 
Within the concept of integrity for example, the National Park Service criteria recognizes seven 
aspects that define integrity. 

 
Seven Aspects of Integrity 

 
1. Location. 
2. Design. 
3. Setting. 
4. Materials. 
5. Workmanship 
6. Feeling. 
7. Association. 

 
In relation to the Seven Aspects of Integrity: 

1. The structure is still in its original location from when it was constructed in 1909. 
2. The design of the structure is still intact and identifiable.  
3. The structure’s original setting remains fairly intact with the retention of commercial 

buildings that hold a designation as historic and cultural landmarks or demolition delay within 
the vicinity. The area retains its historic grid pattern with only minor realignments. The streets 
that border it are still circulation corridors in the Near Southside Design District.  

4. The property’s original materials appear generally intact but the building is 
deteriorating specifically in the northeast corner where there is notable structural 
failure resulting in falling masonry. However, the original storefronts have been 
stuccoed over, and the brick painted grey. The roof has also been repaired. 

5. The property still displays the physical evidence of workmanship from 1909, such   
as engaged brick piers which project above the corbeled cornice. 

6. The property still retains its feeling as a Gothic Revival commercial building that was 
constructed as an industrial warehouse building despite the deterioration occurring to 
the northeast corner of the exterior. The structure retains its iconic street-facing 
presence along Bryan Ave and Daggett Ave.  

7. The property retains little association with pre-World War I era commercial 
properties but it retains its association with the industrial use as a warehouse.  

 
 
EVALUATION OF THREAT 
The building retains many character-defining features, but what remains is in fair to poor 
condition, suffering from deterioration, damage due to neglect, disuse, and disrepair.  
 
Photos show deterioration of masonry, the windows and doors that will require rehabilitation. The 
early 20th century construction of the structural brick walls, particularly on the northeast corner is 
failing, and requires immediate intervention. The property has been in use as storage but has not 
been maintained. Water and weather damage are present on structural, wood and brick 
components. It is unknown whether the building has functioning electrical, mechanical, and 
plumbing systems.  
 
The entire area, including 250 homes along with businesses, churches and railroad buildings and 
equipment, were destroyed in the fire of 1909 and rebuilt predominantly in masonry over the 
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succeeding decades. The area transitioned from predominantly residential before the fire to a 
largely commercial and industrial area afterward. The early 20th century buildings that remain 
contribute mightily to the charm of the area, which has led in the 21st century to the near 
Southside becoming one of the fastest growing and more interesting parts of Fort Worth. The 
commercial buildings in the area date from 1909 to the 1940s and have experienced alterations 
through the years. The area has been greatly affected by development over the decades with 
more recently, a planned development of apartments and mix of uses, on the north side of 
Vickery. 
 

  
FINDINGS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Eligibility for Designation 
 
The structure meets the following City of Fort Worth criteria for historic designation: 

 
Criterion 1: Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, 

social, ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the 
United States. 

 
Criterion 2: Is an important example of a particular architectural type or specimen or embodies 

elements of architectural design, detail, material or craftsmanship that represent a 
significant architectural innovation in Fort Worth. 

 
Criterion 4: Is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and 

development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States. 
 
Criterion 5: Bears a significant relationship to other distinctive buildings, structures, sites, objects 

or areas, either as an important collection of properties of architectural style, or 
craftsmanship with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the 
area according to a plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif. 

 

Integrity 
 
Based on the evidence still extant at the property, the property at 201 E Daggett Avenue 
sufficiently retains most aspects of integrity including location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. 

 
Threat 
 
The building is in poor condition, suffering from deterioration, damage due to neglect, disuse, and 
disrepair and meets the criteria to be considered endangered. Without significant intervention to 
repair masonry elements and missing or deteriorated windows among other issues to address 
deterioration and disuse, the property is in danger of being lost. 
 
Summary 
 
Staff have found evidence that the property meets 4 of the 8 Criteria for Designation. The 
property also retains most of its original integrity and the identity for which it is significant. Lastly, 
the property is endangered due deterioration, neglect, disuse, and disrepair. This is consistent 
with the requirements of the ordinance for Highly Significant/Endangered properties. 
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Therefore, staff recommends the following motion: 

 
That the HCLC recommend that City Council consider designating the property at 201 E 
Daggett Avenue as Highly Significant/ Endangered (HSE) and that the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties be used when evaluating any           
proposed future change to the property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
 

 
Figure 1. Current location and zoning of 201 E Daggett Avenue. 
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Figure 2. 1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map prior to the great fire of 1909. Note the yellow 
signified frame building construction.  
 

 
Figure 3. 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map after the great fire. Note the pink color signified brick 
building construction. 
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Figure 4. 1926 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map. Note the increase in development and 
different types of construction. The grey outline signified frame building with iron clad exterior. 

 

 
Figure 5. 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map, close up of the subject structure. Note 
that the structure is a brick building with a composition roof, frame partition, and second story 
windows. 
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Figure 6. Fort Worth Zoning Map showing the historically designated properties in the vicinity. 
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Figure 7. Tarrant Tax Deed Card 1938. 
 

 
Figure 8. Tarrant County Survey. 
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Figure 9. Historic Fort Worth photo 2007. 
 

 
Figure 10. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
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Figure 11. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
 

 
Figure 12. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
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Figure 13. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
 

 
Figure 14. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
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Figure 15. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
 

  
Figure 16. Site photos taken June 7, 2024 before construction 
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Figure 17. Picture of the failing wall June 13, 2024. 
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Figure 18. Site photos July 3, 2024 
 

 
Figure 19. Site photos July 3, 2024 
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Figure 20. Site photos July 3, 2024 

 

 
Figure 21. Site photos July 3, 2024 

 
 
 



HCLC-24-144 
 

17 

 

 

 
Figure 22. Site photos July 3, 2024, Bryan Avenue. 
 

 
Figure 23. Site photos July 3, 2024, rear. 
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Figure 24. Site photos July 3, 2024, deteriorated window, overhead door, enclosed window. 
 

 
Figure 25. Site photos July 3, 2024, deteriorated windows.  
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Figure 26. Site photos July 3, 2024, east wall.  
 

 
Figure 27. Site photos July 3, 2024, missing window and deteriorated wall. 
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Figure 28. Article about the Salerno family.  
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Figure 29. Article - In January 1917 the Star-Telegram reported (complete with dialect!) some 
excitement at the Salerno Building. (The robber was called the “‘Movie’ Robber” because on the 
previous night an “audience” of passersby stopped to watch passively as he robbed three men in 
succession at gunpoint near the T&P station.) 
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