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STAFF REPORT 
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LANDM ARKS COM MISSION 

CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

DATES: January 4, 2023 COUNCIL DISTRICT: 6

GENERAL INFORMATION 

REQUEST Recommendation for Designation as a Historic and 
Cultural Landmark 

APPLICANT/AGENT Elouise Burrell 

LOCATION 4601-4607 Horne St 

ZONING/ USE (S) E 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Individual 

REQUEST 

The owner requests a recommendation to City Council to consider designating the property 
located at 4601-4607 Horne Street as a Historic & Cultural Landmark (HC). 

APPLICABLE CITY OF FORT WORTH ZONING ORINANCE PROVISIONS 

4.401 Historic Preservation Overlay Districts 

(c) Identification and Designation of Cultural Resources

3. Eligibility for Designation

a. Eligibility for HC and HC District Designations.
i. Individual Property. An individual property may be designation as HC if it

meets the following qualifications:
1. Two or more of the criteria for significance; and
2. The necessary criteria for assessing integrity.

Criteria for Historic Significance 

1. Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, social,
ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States.

4. Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture
and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas, or the United States.

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed circa 1965, the structure at 4601-4607 Horne St is significant for its association with 
the development of the historic African American community of Lake Como in southwest Fort 
Worth after World War II (Criterion 1); and for its association with the Burrell family of Fort 
Worth, a self-made business family and leaders in the Lake Como Community (Criterion 4). 
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In regards to Criterion 1, the property at 4601 Horne St, known as a Chamberlain Plaza 
Business Mall of 4 office suites – 4601, 4603, 4605, 4607 Horne, is significant for its association 
with development southwest Fort Worth after World War II in the Lake Como Community. The 
property is still in its original location from when it was constructed circa 1965. This places it 
within the area of earliest development of an African American community around the lake in the 
early decades of the twentieth century with Minimal-Traditional-style residences and businesses 
constructed after World War II, particularly to the south and west of Lake Como.  

Originally, Como was located outside the boundaries and jurisdiction of the City of Fort Worth 
(the city limits stopped approximately six blocks to the north on Helmick Avenue); the city’s 
annexation of the suburb occurred in 1922, rendering this area an important historical African 
American neighborhood of the City. This neighborhood is marked by historic & cultural 
landmarks, such as the Lake Como Cemetery, established in 1925 and designated as historical 
and cultural landmark in 2019 by the Texas Historical Commission. Significance of Chamberlain 
Plaza is also distinctive in interest, representing a major complex of Como Resident Black Small 
Business entrepreneurs, providing services within 1-mile square neighborhood. 

In regards to Criterion 4, the property at 4601 Horne St is significant for its association with the 
Burrell family of Fort Worth (Roosevelt Burrell Jr and Pearlie Beatrice Gardner Burrell), who 
contributed to local business over several generations. The property is also known as the Burrell 
Building. In 1967, Roosevelt Burrell Jr established his own family owned and operated (Father, 
Son and Daughter) residential and commercial building construction company: Roosevelt 
Burrell, Jr. & Son Construction Company Inc. (RBJ&Son), building homes for the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to statewide highway construction 
projects and based right out of Como on Horne Street where he built Chamberlain Plaza.  

The foundation of their entrepreneurial venture was based on the building where Pearlie 
established her own salon House of Beauty in commercial lots they had purchased in 
Chamberlain Heights Addition at 4601 – 4607 Horne street. In addition, Roosevelt conducted 
his business at the same location. The Burrell family significantly contributed to the culture 
(health, beauty and hair and nails of the women of the Como community and regional African 
American females) and development (developing residential and commercial housing, road and 
bridges highway construction throughout the North Texas Region) of the City of Fort Worth. 

Also, the Chamberlain Plaza Business Mall was one of the first contemporary business-
buildings in Como that provided a shopping center variety space for Beauty and Barber shop. 
Elements of Chamberlain Plaza and its owners and builders exemplifies the cultural, economic, 
social, ethnic or historical heritage of the Lake Como Community and the City of Fort Worth. 

EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY 
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The designation of a property must 
not only be shown to have significance under Zoning Ordinance, but it also must have integrity. 
Within the concept of integrity for example, the National Park Service criteria recognizes seven 
aspects that define integrity. 

Seven Aspects of Integrity 
1. Location.
2. Design.
3. Setting.
4. Materials.
5. Workmanship
6. Feeling.
7. Association.
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In relation to the Seven Aspects of Integrity: 

1. The structure is still in its original location from when it was constructed circa 1965.
2. The design of the structure is still intact and identifiable.
3. The property’s original setting is somewhat extant.
4. The property’s original materials are not extant due to several changes. The

original windows and doors appear to be modified/replaced; it also appears that
bars were added to the windows. The original cement block siding was painted,
additional signage was also added to the façade along the roofline, which
adversely affects the overall integrity of the structure. It appears that accessibility
ramps were added to the front entrances as well.

5. The property still displays the physical evidence of workmanship from the 1960s,
commercial block with solid row of block in the façade and one large window and front
door per store. The decorative diamond decoration in the masonry is also extant.

6. The property somewhat retains its feeling as a vernacular Minimal-Traditional-style
building form for commercial buildings constructed after World War II. False parapet
front enhances the upper wall with this vernacular storefront type which typically
features a large, plate glass display window on either side of a deeply recessed
entryway.

7. The property still somewhat retains its association with the Burrell family and
Lake Como area.

FINDINGS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

Eligibility for Designation 

The structure meets the following City of Fort Worth criteria for historic designation: 

Criterion 1: Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, 
social, ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the 
United States. 

Criterion 4: Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
culture and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United 
States. 

Integrity 
Based on the evidence still extant at the property, the property at 4601-4607 Horne St sufficiently 
retains six aspects of integrity (location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling and association). 

Summary 
Staff have found evidence that the property meets 2 of the 8 Criteria for Designation. The 
property also retains its original integrity and the identity for which it is significant. This is 
consistent with the requirements of the ordinance for Historic & Cultural Landmark properties. 

Therefore, staff recommends the following motion: 

That the HCLC recommend that City Council consider designating the property at 4601 
Horne St as a Historic & Cultural Landmark (HC) and that the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties be used when evaluating any proposed 
future change to the property. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

Fig. 1 – Location of 4601-4607 Horne St in southwest Fort Worth. 

Fig. 2 – Historic aerial circa 1968 
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Fig. 3 – Showing primary structure. The original windows and doors appear to be 
modified/replaced; it also appears that bars were added to the windows. The original brick siding 
was painted, additional signage was also added to the façade along the roofline 

Fig. 4 – Street view of subject property showing the east elevation (rear). Note the windows at the 
rear are not original windows. 
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Fig. 5 – Street view of the structures north elevation (side). 

Fig. 6 – Street view of subject property showing the south elevation (side). 
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Fig. 7 – Aerial view of the property (2008). 

Fig. 8 – Aerial view of the property (2023). 
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Fig. 9 – Historic photographs of the property. 
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Fig. 10 – Multicultural Fitness in 4601-4707 Parking Lot. 

Fig. 11 – List of businesses operated at Chamberlain Plaza 1970-2023 provided by the applicant 
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Fig. 12 – Stationary of Roosevelt Burrell Jr & Sons Construction Firm Operating at 4603-4607 
Horne. 
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Fig. 13 – City of Fort Worth Chief of Police Letter to Renew Sub Station Rental of 4603 Horne. 
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Fig. 14 – Como Jr Sr 1967 High School Year Book Tenant Vendor Advertising. 
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Fig. 15 – Cover of the Como Jr Sr 1967 High School Year Book. 
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Fig. 16 – Receiving the Lake Como Planning Committee 2019 Community Service Award. 
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Fig. 17 – Roosevelt Burrell, Jr. Plaques Accomplishments – Neighborhood, City, Tarrant, State, 
National. 
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Fig. 18 – Downtown Fort Worth Inc Powerwash Crew After Downtown Fort Worth, Inc. 1983 
Planning Meeting (Roosevelt Burrell, Jr. in the middle) 

Fig. 19 – Potluck Gathering Spanish Flyer (2023) – promoting the upcoming event with 
International Flags and Banners – In the Plaza Parking Lot in Front of 4601 Horne. 
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Fig. 20 – Potluck Gathering Flyer (2023) – promoting the upcoming event with International Flags 
and Banners – In the Plaza Parking Lot in Front of 4601 Horne. 
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Fig. 21 – Photos of the Potluck Gathering (2023) – promoting the upcoming event with 
International Flags and Banners – In the Plaza Parking Lot in Front of 4601 Horne. 
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Fig. 22 – Photos of the Potluck Gathering (2023) – promoting the upcoming event with 
International Flags and Banners – In the Plaza Parking Lot in Front of 4601 Horne. 
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Fig. 23 – RESOLUTION February 23, 2020 delivered and read by Ramon Romero, Jr., State 
Representative District 90. 
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Fig. 24 – RESOLUTION February 23, 2020 Neighborhood Advisory Council RECOGNIZING 
ROOSEVELT BURRELL for his longtime service to his fellow citizens as a business and 
community leader, etc. delivered and read by Ramon Romero, Jr., State Representative District 
90 
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Fig. 25 – Historic Designation Signature. 
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Fig. 26 – Letter of support by Brenda Williams Jackson. 
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Fig. 27 – Letter of support by Brenda Williams Jackson. 

Fig. 28 – Article from the Congressional Record honoring Roosevelt Burrell Jr 
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